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October 20, 2009

Johnny L. Wilson, Adjutant
Department of South Carolina, VFW
210 Glassmaster Road

Lexington, SC 29072

Re: Proposed Amended By-Laws
Department of South Carolina, VFW
(Reviewed with corrections noted
thereon and highlighted)

Dear Mr. Wilson:

Receipt is acknowledged of the proposed amended By-Laws for the Department of
South Carolina, Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, submitted for
the review of the Commander-in-Chief in accordance with Section 502 of the
National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure.

The proposed amended By-Laws adopted by the 2009 annual Convention of the
Department of South Carolina, VFW, have been reviewed by the Commander-in-
Chief for compliance with the Congressional Charter, By-Laws, Manual of
Procedure, Ritual or laws and usages of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United
States.

A copy of the reviewed amended By-Laws with the corrections noted thereon
and highlighted has been retained for our files, the other(s) herewith returned.

Sincerely,
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DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH CAROLINA
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES

BY-LAWS

ARTICLE I
NAME AND JURISDICTION

SECTION 1. Name: This subdivision of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States,
Incorporated, shall be known as “The Department of South Carolina, Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the Unites States, Incorporated” hereafter referred to as the “Department”. The jurisdiction of
the Department shall conform to the territorial limits of the State of South Carolina.

ARTICLE IT
AUTHORITY

SECTION 1. The supreme power of the comrade Department shall be vested in the National
Convention of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, and at all times be governed by
the Congressional Charter and By-Laws adopted by said National Convention, mandates of the
National Council of Administration, and lawful orders of the Commander-in-Chief.

SECTION 2. Subject to the provisions of the Congressional Charter and By-Laws, the
government of the Department shall be vested in a Department Convention, Department Council
of Administration, and orders of the State Commander.

ARTICLE T
DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS

SECTION 1. The Department Headquarters (delete of the Department) shall be located in the
greater metropolitan area of Columbia, South Carolina.

SECTION 2. Normal business hours of the Department Headquarters will be 9:00AM to 5:00
PM, Monday through Friday except designated holidays. The Headquarters will be regularly
staffed on a daily basis by the State Adjutant/Quartermaster and the Department Secretary. The
State Adjutant /Quartermaster is authorized up to two hours for lunch and the secretary is
authorized an hour. Except for unusual circumstances, someone will be in State Headquarters
during all regular business hours to answer the phone.

SECTION 3. Designated holidays shall be as follows: New Years Day, Memorial Day,
Independence Day, Thanksgiving Day, Veterans Day, and Christmas Day.

SECTION 4. All General Orders emanating from Department Headquarters shall be in writing,
or in printed form, signed by the State Commander and/or attested to by the State Adjutant.

SECTION 5. All records, reports, documents, and equipment belonging to the Department of
South Carolina VFW will be maintained and/or stored at the Department Headquarters, 210
Glassmaster Rd, Lexington, SC, 29072. These items will remain accessible to the membership
during regular business hours or special written request.

ARTICLE IV
DEPARTMENT CONVENTION

SECTION 1. The Department Convention shall consist of:



a) The Commander-in-Chief and Past Commanders-—in-Chief who are members in
good standing in a Post within the Department.

b) The National Council Member, the Department Commander, all Past
Department Commanders who are members in good standing in a Post
within the Department; all elective officers of the Department,
Chief of Staff, Inspector and the Adjutant.

c) All District Commanders throughout the Department, in absence of the District
Commander, the District Senior Vice Commander, or in the comrades’ absence, the
District Junior Vice Commander, may be registered and function as a member of the
convention.

d) All Post Commanders throughout the Department who are members in good standing in
their respective post and whose posts are likewise in good standing. In the absence of the
Post Commander, the Post Senior Vice Commander, or in the comrades’ absence, the
Post Junior Vice Commander, may be registered and function as a member of the
convention.

e) Delegates to be elected by the posts at a regular meeting, as prescribed by the National
By-Laws

ARTICLEV
MEETINGS

SECTION 1. (a) There shall be an annual meeting of the Department Convention during one of
the four weekends in June. Place and dates to be fixed by the Department Convention three (3)
years in advance. The annual meeting of the Department Convention will be held in the greater
Columbia area or its immediate surroundings, wherever possible, subject to hotel availability,
adequate facilities, and cost.

(b)  There shall also be a Mid-Winter Conference at a place and date to be fixed, by
appropriate conference, three (3) years in advance.

(¢) The Mid-Winter Conference date shall be set so that it does not conflict with any
Southern Conference, or National Conference/Convention.

(d) Actual dates and locations of the Department Convention and Mid-Winter
Conference to be confirmed by the Council of Administration.

SECTION 2. The Council of Administration shall have the power to change the place and date
of the meeting, in case unforeseen circumstances render the place selected unavailable or not in
the best interest of the Department.

SECTION 3. Arrangements for the annual Department Convention, and Mid-Winter
Conference will be handled by and through the Department Headquarters. A
Convention/Conference Committee consisting of three members, one three (3) year appointed by
the incoming State Commander each year. The previous three (3) year member shall become the
two (2) year Committee Member, the previous two (2) year Committee Member shall become
the one (1) year member. The following year, the one (1) year member will retire from the
Committee. It shall be the function of this committee to make all necessary arrangements for the
hotel accommodations and all Convention/Conference functions, with the approval of the State



Commander. Convention/Conference Committee Members may not serve more than three
consecutive years.

SECTION 4. The cost of registration for the Mid-Winter Conferences and State Convention
will be established by the Council of Administration after the Convention/Conference
Committee completes the contractual agreement with the hotel that will host the event.

ARTICLE VI
VOTING: DEPARTMENT CONVENTION

SECTION 1. Each member of the Department Convention, except delegates elected by posts,
present and registered at the Department Convention, shall be entitled to one vote, an individual
possessing more than one qualification for membership in the Department Convention shall have
no more than one vote.

SECTION 2. The voting strength of each post in the Department shall be one (1) vote for every
thirty (30) members, or a fraction thereof, in good standing, recorded in Department
Headquarters.

SECTION 3. Each post shall pay a delegate fee not to exceed two (2) dollars for each delegate
of the Department Convention. Delegate fees must be paid to entitle delegates to vote at the
Department Convention. The delegate registration fee shall be forwarded by each and every Post
regardless of the number of delegates present at the annual Department Convention, and must be
in the hands of the State Quartermaster not later than fifteen (15) days before the convening of
the Department Convention each year. Posts failing to forward the full delegate registration fee
shall be considered delinquent and in arrears.

SECTION 4. The delegate or delegates of a post present at the Department Convention shall be
entitled to vote the full delegate strength to which the post is entitled. Such votes to be cast as a
unit or as a split vote.

SECTION 5. (a) Department elections shall be decided by a majority vote of the Convention
members present and voting. Until a majority has been attained, the question has not been
legally decided. When more that two candidates are seeking the same office and no candidate
receives a majority on the first ballot, the name receiving the lowest number of votes shall be
eliminated from further ballots. This process shall be repeated until a majority vote is attained
by a candidate. A majority vote means more than half of the votes cast at a legal meeting with
quorum.

(b) In the event a tie vote results in the final ballot and State Commander has not yet
voted, the State Commander may cast the deciding vote but is not required to vote.
If the State Commander has already cast a vote, or the comrade has not voted but
chooses to not break the tie, the candidates or their nominator or designated
representative shall determine the result and break the tie by lot or coin. The State
Junior Vice Commander and State Judge Advocate shall witness and certify the
results of the tiebreaker.

(¢) Absentee ballots and proxy ballots are not authorized and will not be recognized.

SECTION 6. (a) Voting on all elective officers shall be by roll call vote, provided that should
only one candidate be nominated for an elective office, the presiding officer shall be empowered
to instruct a member of the Convention to cast one (1) unanimous ballot for the nominee who
shall the be declared elected.






