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Latrict's Pen?

Conducted nationwide, this VFW sponsored youth essay
competition gives students an opportunity to write essays
expressing their views on democracy with the prospect

of winning U.S. savings bonds. We invite you to join the
more than 112,000 students who participated last year
in this contest. The top 46 national winners all receive

at least a $1,000 savings bond. The first-place award is
currently a $10,000 savings bond plus an all-expense
paid trip to Washington, D.C. for the winner and a parent
or guardian.

Big National Prizes
Prizes include the various amounts of
U.S. Savings Bonds listed below:

Ist:  $10,000 Bond 7th: $3,500 Bond
2nd:  $8,000 Bond 8-9th: $3,000 Bond
3rd:  $7,000 Bond 10-11th: $2,500 Bond
4th:  $5,500 Bond 12-13th:  $2,000 Bond
5th:  $5,000 Bond 14-15th:  $1,500 Bond
6th:  $4,000 Bond 16-46th:  $1,000 Bond

When is the deadline?
To qualify, all entries must be submitted to a sponsoring VFW Post by November 1,
2011.

The National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) has again approved
this contest for its National Advisory List of Contests and Activities.

How does the contest work?

The contest consists of four levels. The first level (entry) is sponsored by local VFW
Posts. Post winners advance to the VFW District (regional) level where the one first-
place winner is advanced to the VFW Department (state) level. The one first-place
winner at the Department level is then advanced into the VFW National competition.
The winner from each Department (state) then competes for the national prizes.

Who can enter?

Patriot’s Pen is open to 6th-, 7th- and 8th-grade students enrolled in public, private
or parochial schools in the U.S,, its territories or its possessions. Home-schooled stu-
dents also are eligible.

Dependents of U.S. military or civilian personnel in overseas schools can partici-
pate too. (Foreign exchange students and former winners that placed in the National
finals are excluded from the contest.)
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2011-12 OFFICIAL STUDENT PATRIOT'S PEN COMPETITION
ENTRY FORM MUST BE COMPLETED BY ALL CONTESTANTS

Name: First, M.1,, Last

Address

City, State, Zip

Home Phone E-mail

Date of Birth Grade in School Essay Word Count

School Name, City, State
| HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE CONTEST RULES

Signature of Student Participant Date

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE VFW/AUXILIARY POST
| certify that this student is an authorized entry in our
VFW Post Level Patriot's Pen Competition.

Post Ct der's/C s Sig Post #

Ladies Auxillary President’s/Chairman’s Signature

Post Address

City, State, Zip
No. of students participating No. of winners advanced to District

Amt. of Post/Aux. awards and bonds $

Amt. of Post/Aux. additional expenses (banquet, pins, etc.) $

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE VFW/AUXILIARY DISTRICT

| certify that the student named in the previous section is the duly
selected winner of the Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest District Competition
and is our sole entry into the Department finals.

District Chairman’s Signature Dist. #

Address

City, State, Zip

( )
Phone E-mall

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE VFW DEPARTMENT CHAIRMAN
| certify that the student named in the previous section is the duly
selected first-place winner of the Patriot’s Pen Essay Department
Competition, and is our sole entry into the National Judging.

Department Chairman’s Signature

( )
Daytime Phone Fax

E-mail

The winner O has been O will be (check one) notified that they are the
first place Department winner on . Note: National H ters
will contact your winner after this date to notify them of their national
placement.







